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Outline of Presentation
• Final NACA Reunion, May 2-4, 2008
• Creation of The LaRC NACA and NASA Hall of Honor
• Class of 2015

• Honorees and Contributions
• Induction Ceremony, August 13, 2015

• Class of 2017
• Honorees and Contributions
• Induction Ceremony, June 1, 2017

• Hall of Honor Team
• Members
• Key Documents

• Next Class, 2022 ?





Mission of the NACA NASA Hall of Honor

• The Langley Research Center National Advisory Committee for Aeronautics 
(NACA) and National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) Hall of 
Honor was conceived by members of the Langley Alumni Association and 
the NASA Langley as a way to honor individuals who built exemplary 
careers at Langley, and achieved revolutionary accomplishments on the 
frontiers of the aerospace sciences.
• Inductees into the Hall of Honor are representative of the diversity of 

talent required to enable an institution such as Langley to produce the 
extraordinarily valuable products that are its hallmark. They also highlight 
employee diversity, which is such an important contributing factor to the 
innovation, dedication, and expertise that characterizes the Langley 
culture.



PROGRAM - CLASS OF 2015



2015 Honorees

• 19 inductees
• 4 NACA
• 15 NACA/NASA

• 618 years of collective 
NACA/NASA service
• Four Collier Trophies:

• 1929 Cowling for radial air-cooled engines
• 1947 Conception of X-1
• 1951 Transonic slotted-throat wind tunnel
• 1954 The Area Rule



CATEGORIES OF CONTRIBUTIONS

WORLD CLASS FACILITIES  
EXCELLENCE IN REPORTING

SHAPING THE AIRPLANE 
ENABLING HIGH-SPEED FLIGHT  

MEETING THE MOON CHALLENGE
MANAGING LANGLEY 



WORLD CLASS FACILITIES

MAX T.
MONK

THEODORE
THEODORSEN

W. HEWITT
PHILLIPS

JOHN P.
REEDER



World Class Facilities



EXCELLENCE IN REPORTING

PEARL I.
YOUNG

SAMUEL
KATZOFF



Excellence in Reporting

• Need for standards
• Rigid procedures
• Accuracy, clarity and 

quality mandatory 
• Regarded as “Bibles” by 

many



SHAPING THE AIRPLANE

FRED E.
WEICK

EASTMAN N.
JACOBS

ROBERT T.
JONES



Shaping the Airplane



ENABLING HIGH-SPEED FLIGHT

JOHN
STACK

RICHARD T.
WHITCOMB

EUGENE S.
LOVE

JOHN V.
BECKER





Enabling High Speed Flight



MEETING THE MOON CHALLENGE

ROBERT
GILRUTH

JOHN C.
HOUBOLT

CHRISTOPHER C.
KRAFT

MAXIME A.
FAGET



Meeting the Moon Challenge



MANAGING LANGLEY

IRA H. 
ABBOTT

HENRY J.
REID



Managing Langley



PROGRAM - CLASS OF 2017



HALL OF HONOR
CLASS OF 2017

• Class of 2017 Honored as Part of NASA Langley Centennial 
Celebration
• Eighteen (18) Honorees
• Outstanding LAA and LaRC HOH Partnership Continues 
• Permanent Display Installed at LaRC



CATEGORIES OF CONTRIBUTIONS
ATMOSPHERIC SCIENCES

COMPUTING
FLIGHT ENVIRONMENT

FACILITIES
INNOVATION

MANAGEMENT/LEADERSHIP
MARS

MILITARY AIRCRAFT
ADVANCED COMPOSITE STRUCTURES

SUPERSONICS



ATMOSPHERIC SCIENCES

DR. M.  PATRICK MCCORMICK



ATMOSPHERIC SCIENCES



COMPUTING

KATHERINE
JOHNSON

DOROTHY 
VAUGHN

KATHERINE
JOHNSON

DOROTHY 
VAUGHN

MARY
JACKSON



COMPUTING

Celestial GlobeIBM 1960s Model Computer

Supersonic Pressure Tunnel“Computer in Skirt”



FLIGHT ENVIRONMENT

CLINTON
BROWN

NORM
CRABILL

HARVEY
HUBBARD

CHARLES
DONLAN



FLIGHT ENVIRONMENT

Mercury Capsule w John Glenn 

Aircraft
Noise

Laboratory

Storm Hazards – Lightning.Lunar Excursion Model (LEM)

& Flyover



FACILITIES

EDDIE
POLHAMUS

SMITH
DeFRANCE

CHARLES
ZIMMERMAN



FACILITIES

Full Scale Tunnel,  Operational 1931
80 Years of testing

National Transonic Facility Operational 1983.
Use of Cryogenics for better data

Boeing – 777 being tested in NTF Spin Tunnel



INNOVATION

CHARLES
ZIMMERMAN



INNOVATION

LTV XC-142
V-173   “Zimmer Skimmer”



MANAGEMENT / LEADERSHIP

FLOYD
THOMPSON

SMITH
DeFRANCE

JAMES
MARTIN

CLINTON
BROWN



MANAGEMENT/LEADERSHIP

Ames Research Center -
CA

Langley Research Center,   VA

Strategy for Lunar Landing

Mars Landing 1976



MARS

DR. JOEL
LeVINE

JAMES
MARTIN



MARS

Viking Lander 

Mars Airplane
ARES



MILITARY AIRCRAFT

EDWARD
POLHAMUS

ROY 
HARRIS



MILITARY AIRCRAFT

General Dynamics F-16 XL

F22  - Vortex Lift

Variable
Wing
Sweep

Grumman
F-14 Tomcat



ADVANCED COMPOSITE STRUCTURES

DR. JAMES STARNES



ADVANCED COMPOSITE STRUCTURES

42-Foot Composite
Wing Box

Provided Critical 
Information To NTSB

on
American Airlines Flight 

587 Lug Failure



SUPERSONICS

ROBERT
CHAMPINE

CLINTON
BROWN

CORNELIUS 
“NEIL”DRIVER



SUPERSONICS

Air Force - X-1

Supersonic Commercial
Air Transport

.Highly-Swept Cambered 
Wing.

Modarelli’s original
“Meatball” Insignia.



Hall of Honors Team

• Ira Abbott, LAA
• Zachary Applin, LaRC
• Rob Calloway, LAA
• Joseph Chambers, LAA
• Fay Collier, LaRC
• Christine Darden, LAA
• Michelle Ferebee, LaRC
• Bill Gilbert, LAA

• Guillermo Gonzalez, LaRC
• Gail Langevin, LaRC
• Duncan McIver, LAA
• Dave Throckmorton, LAA
• Bo Walkley, LAA
• Mike Yaskowski, Hampton
• LaRC Events and Graphics Teams
• National Institute of Aerospace



Key Documents

• Langley Research Center NACA and NASA Hall of Honor Report for 
Classes of 2015 and 2017
• LaRC and LAA Agreement for HOH
• James Hansen – “Engineer in Charge”
• Joseph Chambers – “A Century at Langley”
• Programs for Induction Ceremony 2015 and Ceremony 2017
• Links to Hall of Honor on LAA and LaRC websites



LaRC and LAA Agreement



Selection Criteria
• A minimum of ten (10) years’ work for NACA and/or NASA at the 

Langley Research Center. Civil servants and on/near site contractor 
nominees shall be eligible.

• The nominees shall have made sustained contributions to and had 
far-reaching influence on the leadership, direction, mission, and 
capabilities of the NACA Langley Memorial Aeronautical 
Laboratory and the NASA Langley Research Center.

• The nominee must have made unprecedented and fundamental 
contributions to the advancement of either a technical and/or 
science field with significant impacts to the United States 
aerospace community for commercial or military aircraft, 
spacecraft, or atmospheric sciences.

• The nominee must be fully retired and no longer engaged with 
LaRC as a contractor or consultant



Nomination Application - Download from Website 
https://www.larcalumni.org/nomination-form/

		 																																																																																																																																				 	 	 	 	 	 								
	
	
	

	
Nominees 

• Must have worked at NACA or NASA Langley for at least 10 years. 
• Must no longer be actively working for NASA Langley as a civil service or contract employee. 
• Must have made a significant contribution in or in support of an aerospace or atmospheric science field 

during their time of employment at the Center. 
 

Nominations are due by 12:00 noon, Monday, January 2, 2017, and must be e-mailed to 
info@LaRCAlumni.org 

 

I/We nominate _______________________________________________________________________ 

for induction into the Langley Research Center NACA and NASA Hall of Honor. 

If living, nominee’s address ______________________________________________________________ 

             Phone  ________________________     E-mail address _________________________________ 

If deceased, nominee’s date of death _______________________________________________________ 

              Name of nearest living relative _____________________________________________________ 

 Address ______________________________________________________________________ 

   Phone ______________________    E-mail address ___________________________________ 

  Relationship to nominee__________________________________________________________ 

 

Dates of service at NACA or NASA Langley Research Center 

From________________________________________To_____________________________________ 
 
 
Nomination Submitted by _______________________________________________________________     

Proposing individual or organization 

               Address _____________________________________________________________________ 

                 ___________________________________________________________________________ 

                Phone________________________   E-mail address__________________________________ 

                Date submitted________________________________________________________________ 

Please see complete nomination details on last page of this document. 
 
Please provide a synopsis of the nominee’s technical and/or management contributions to the NACA or NASA 
Langley Research Center on the Basis for Nomination page following.  Limited 1 page, 11-point font minimum. 
Additional pages will not be considered and will be discarded.  

 
 

 
 

NACA and NASA Langley Hall of Honor 
Nomination Form for Class of 2017 



Timeline



Next Hall of Honor Class

• LAA and LaRC Agreement Suggests Next Class 2022
• Application and Instructions on LAA Website
• For Information Contact - info@larcalumni.org
• Expect About Eighteen (18) Honorees
• Outstanding LAA and LaRC HOH Partnership Continues 
• LaRC Permanent Display Can Accomodate

mailto:info@larcalumni.org


The Langley Research Center
NACA and NASA Hall of Honor Display



Thanks
and

Questions  



Back Up Slides



Hampton and Langley History

• US Created National Advisory Committee for Aeronautics - 1915
• Hampton, Virginia Selected as Site for NACA Laboratory – 1917
• NACA Langley Memorial Laboratory Dedicated – 1917
• Significant Aerospace Technology Contributions – 1917 – 1958
• NASA - National Aeronautics and Space Administration – 1958
• Renamed NASA Langley Research Center – 1958
• Contributions Continuing through 2018 and Beyond


